What are the Main Estimates?

Main Estimates are the government’s spending plans for each department for 2018-19, which
have been developed from 2015’s Spending Review, which planned spending for the four years
2016-17 to 2019-20

The 2015 Spending Review announced the headline
spending totals for each Department for each of the
following four years, including a few specific
commitments.

Central Government
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April 2018

Main Estimates contain the formal requests for
funding for 2018-19. Since the 2015 Spending
Review, some changes have been made to the original
plans.

M

HK/I Treasury HC 957
For more detailed spending information, use the Scrutiny Unit’s interactive government spending chart



https://mzakharova.github.io/me/me1718.html

How do departments get their funding?

SPENDING
REVIEW
Set out spending plans

for four years 2016-17
to 2019-20

October 2015

SUPPLY AND
APPROPRIATION BILL

Once approved, gives legal
effect to 2018-19 budgets put
forward in Main Estimates

July 2018

SUPPLEMENTARY
ESTIMATES

Government proposes
changes to 2018-19 budgets

Feb 2019

Initial “Divvy Ups”

More detailed future
spending plans for 2016-17 to
2019-20 published in
departmental annual reports
and accounts (core tables)

July 2016

ESTIMATES DAY DEBATES

Backbench Business Committee
considers bids from Members
on which Estimates to debate

July 2018

ESTIMATES DAY DEBATES

Backbench Business committee considers
bids from Members on which
Supplementary Estimates to debate

Feb 2019

VOTE ON
ACCOUNT

Advance of funding for
2018-19 sought

CHANCELLOR’s
BUDGET DAY SPEECHES
Some changes made to future

years plans, including some
extra funding Feb 2018

Spring Budget 2016,
Autumn Statement 2016,
Spring Budget 2017,
Autumn Budget 2017

MAIN ESTIMATES

WE ARE Formal spending plans
NOW HERE for 2018-19 published
April 2018
SUPPLY AND

APPROPRIATION BILL

Once approved, gives legal effect to
2018-19 budgets put forward in
Supplementary Estimates

Feb 2019




Understanding the different categories of public spending
Total public spending in 2018-19: £744 billion

Includes:

Staff costs

Goods & services
Current grants

Includes:

Investment

Research & development
Loans

Departmental Expenditure Limits (DEL)
Planned spending, set in Spending Reviews

Covers most types of

day-to-day spending,
and makes up

44% of total spending

Capital DEL

Covers most

investment spending,
and makes up 8% of

total spending

Annually Managed Expenditure (AME)
Demand-led or variable spending, re-forecast every year

Resource AME

Capital AME

Covers other investment
spending such as student
loans, and makes up 4% of
total spending

Includes:
Student Loans
Network Rail capital

Calculated from voted and non-voted DEL and AME in Main Estimate 2018-19. Includes devolved authority’s DELs.
For more detailed spending information, use the Scrutiny Unit’s interactive government spending chart



https://mzakharova.github.io/me/me1718.html

Day-to-day spending controlled through Departmental Expenditure Limits
Resource DEL: £328 billion (1% increase from last year)

Defence

Home Office

Overview

International

Development

Housing &
Communities

Health Education

Work &
Pensions

Transport

FCO

BEIS

Area indicates proportion of spending by departmental group and devolved authorities (not functional spending), calculated using voted and non-voted RDEL for 2018-19.

For more detailed spending information, use the Scrutiny Unit’s interactive

overnment spending chart


https://mzakharova.github.io/me/me1718.html

Investment spending controlled through Departmental Expenditure Limits
Capital DEL: £ 62 billion (10% increase from last year)

Scotland
Intelligence Justice
Agencies

Housing & Communities .I.

Area indicates proportion of spending by departmental group and devolved authorities (not functional spending), calculated using voted and non-voted RDEL for 2018-19.
For more detailed spending information, use the Scrutiny Unit’s interactive government spending chart

Defence

Main Estimates/

Overview


https://mzakharova.github.io/me/me1718.html

Changes to Departmental Expenditure Limits: 2018-19 compared to 2017-18

Day-to-Day Spending: £ millions Changes as a % of Investment Spending: £ millions Changes as a % of
3,000 -2,000 -1,000 0 1,000 2,000 each department’s -2,000 -1,000 0 1,000 2,000 each department’s
Day-to-Day budget Investment budget
DfE 2,372 4%? MHCLG 2,420 35%
DH 2,176 2% DfT 1,637 25%
MOD 488 1% DH 767 14%
FCO 134 6% N. Ireland 297 23%
Scotland 99 0.6% Scotland 265 7%
N. Ireland 24 0.2% DfE 244 5%
DEXEU 16 21% HMT 206 1178%
HO -30 0.3% DCMS 199 52%
DIT -37 -10% MOJ 107 25%
BEIS -64 -3% DExEU 0 0%
HMT -64 -27% DIT -16 -82%
DWP -88 -1% Defra -31 -5%
DfT -136 -4% HMRC -33 -12%
Defra -166 -8% FCO 235 -26%
DFID -177 -2% Wales -65 -3%
DCMS -218 -11% BEIS -88 -0.8%
HMRC -242 -6% co -94 -76%
co -278 -40% DFID -95 -3%
Wales -489 -3% HO -172 -28%
MOJ -830 -11% DWP -246 -49%
MHCLG -2,036 -22% MOD -1,032 -11%

1. DFE figure excludes last year’s student loan impairment of £14,684 million Selected departments and devolved authority grants. For more detailed information, use the Scrutiny Unit’s interactive government spending chart



https://mzakharova.github.io/me/me1718.html

Changes to Spending: 2018-19 compared to 2010-11 (in real terms)
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